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“If you love   
 contemporary   
 circus, chances   
 are you’ve   
 seen Yamoussa  
 Bangoura   
 perform—  
 and picked   
 your jaw up  
	off	the	floor		 	
 afterward.” 
 – The Georgia Straight
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Kalabanté: Afrique en Cirque
PRESENTED BY THE CHAN CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

The Afrique En Cirque show symbolizes the strength, agility and joy 
of life found in African youth. A handful of daring acrobats, 
accompanied by their musicians, perform to the pulsating rhythm 
of the djembes of Guinea with their authentic and original 
choreography and acrobatics. With the melodious sound of the 
Kora, Yamoussa Bangoura transports us to a place where the 
diversity of traditional African arts are illuminated and combined 
with the virtuosity of a modern North American Circus performance.

PRE-SHOW TALK
7PM Chan Shun Concert Hall

With Njamba Koffi

There will be no intermission

PERFORMANCE
8PM Chan Shun Concert Hall

Yamoussa Bangoura Company Director/Artistic Director
Marc Laliberté Technical Director

Stephane Ménigot Lighting Designer
Jacinthe Perrault Costume Designer

Please remember to turn off your phones, and note that  
photography and recording are not permitted. Thank you!

ƛ̓a tə n̓a Chan Centre for the Performing Arts ʔam̓ət 
ʔi ʔə tə n̓a šxʷməθkʷəy̓əmaʔɬ təməxʷ

The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts is situated  
within the heart of Musqueam traditional territory

The Chan Centre would  
like to thank the Chan 
Endowment Fund and the 
UBC Faculty of Arts for  
their continued support.
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Kalabanté Productions
Kalabanté Productions was created by Yamoussa Bangoura, a multidisciplinary artist of 
Guinean origin.  Yamoussa’s long-term dream was to found a school of circus arts, and 
direct his own multidisciplinary company specializing in the African arts. As the company 
director he develops his own shows which over the past several years have been 
increasingly gathering attention and recognition in the Quebec circus arts community and 
worldwide. Kô Ryass, and other shows such as Kumbaya, Uno, Kira Nene and Afrique en 
Cirque have been created and performed worldwide. Several new projects are in 
development for the coming years, which will continue to disseminate and promote the 
values of the company.

Yamoussa first became interested in the Circus Arts as a young man growing up in Conakry, 
Guinea in the 1990s. He studied the circus performers he saw on European TV and 
practiced on the beach and dirt around his home. He also studied the Nyamakala tradition 
of circus, practiced by the Fula people of West Africa. He eventually joined Guinea’s 
original circus company, Circus Baobob with whom he toured Africa and Europe. With this 
company, he was able to spend time in Spain and France where he honed many of the 
European style circus skills.

In the early 2000s, he was recruited to come to Canada with Cirque Eloize, a Montreal-
based Canadian cirque company. While in Canada he also performed with Cirque du 
Soleil and Cavalia. In 2007, Yamoussa realized his dream and opened his own company, 
Kalabanté Productions in Montreal. He recruited many of his extended family members to 
join the company, including his twin sisters, brothers, and cousins.

The company began doing shows in Quebec, and over the years expanded to all of 
Canada, performing throughout the year. Working at many of the prestigious Children’s 
Festivals throughout the country, Kalabanté has made a name for itself as a top children’s 
performing group as well as an adult circus performing company.

In 2010, they were part of a special project, the making of the documentary film, Circus 
Without Borders.  The film was a collaboration between Kalabanté and a circus company 
in the Artic, call Artcirq. Artcirq visited Guinea and Kalabanté went to the Arctic Circle.  
Both companies shared humble origins and worked closely on improving conditions in 
their community for youth and vulnerable community members.

In 2018 and 2019, the company performed internationally at the Sziget Festival in 
Budapest Hungary and the International Festival of Santa Lucia in Monterrey Mexico 
before crowds of up to 21,000 people. In 2020, Kalabanté toured the Performing Arts 
Centres in Western Canada, and played at the Mueca Festival, a renowned street festival 
in Tenerife, Spain. Also, in 2018, with the support of the Quebec and Montreal government, 
Kalabanté opened their own studio and school in Montreal, where there are continuous 
classes offered in African dance, cirque, and drumming. 

Yamoussa Bangoura, artistic director of the company, works to pass on and share his 
values and passions in the circus arts.  He teaches various artistic disciplines, such as 
African dance and the traditional music of West Africa, that in turn helps one to master the 
circus arts. 

Kalabanté Productions is proud to be able to share their original work, achievements, and 
also assist with the humanitarian mission to help the Guinean community of which 
Yamoussa and many of his company members come from.
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Pre-show Talk with Njamba Koffi
Life in Africa, Life in Muse
7pm: Chan Shun Concert Hall

Did you know that many indigenous African languages do not have distinct words for 
"music" and "dance"? Music and dance are part of the everyday tradition of Africa: from 
the elders' use of Thumb Pianos for a mediational walk or to summon ancestral spirits, the 
use of drums to communicate an impending danger or tragedy, to story-telling evenings 
where call and response songs accompany oral histories and poetry (with a good measure 
of traditional beer!). Njamba’s talk will touch on these unique African experiences and 
invite the audience members to be part of a call and response performance to inspire 
them to actively participate in Kalabanté: Afrique en Cirque.

Njamba Koffi, 24 years old, is an award-winning community leader, author, poet, public 
speaker and (amateur) musician. Originally from the Democratic Republic of Congo, he 
has lived and traveled in multiple countries in East and Southern Africa, Western Europe 
and North America. He is currently completing an undergraduate degree in International 
Relations and Creative Writing at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver campus, 
in Canada. 
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Film Screenings at The Cinematheque
In conjunction with Kalabanté’s performance this evening, the Chan Centre partnered 
with The Cinematheque in Vancouver for a screening of Circus Without Borders on 
February 17th. The documentary follows Guillaume Saladin of Artcirq and Yamoussa 
Bangoura of Kalabanté as they bring hope and change to their struggling communities 
through circus.

For more information about upcoming talks, films and other Chan Centre connects events 
visit chancentre.com/connects.
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MAR 26 MOE CLARK:
FEAST OF THE INVISIBLE

MAR 5 LEONARD SUMNER

MAR 11 ELISAPIE

DECOLONIZE 
      THE CHAN 


