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Sandeep Das:
Delhi to Damascus

Program

Sandeep Das and the HUM Ensemble: Delhi to Damascus
Sandeep Das, Nazih Borish, Rajib Karmakar, Kamaljeet Ahluwalia

Repertoire to be announced from the stage.

Intermission 

Out of the Karmic Blue -  Dinuk Wijeratne
Dinuk Wijeratne, Sandeep Das, Rajib Karmakar, Annis Lee,

Yiyi Hsu, Yiyang Xue, Caroline Olsen, Christine Yang

Srishti - Sandeep Das
Sandeep Das, Bailey O’Donnell,

Allan Jr. Perpose, Yueyi Liu, Kaiya Gazley

Grand Finale

    @chancentreubc
@ChanCentre

     /chan.centre.ubc

ƛ̓a tə n̓a Chan Centre for the Performing Arts ʔam̓ət
ʔi ʔə tə n̓a šxʷməθkʷəy̓əmaʔɬ təməxʷ

The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts is situated
within the heart of Musqueam traditional territory

The Chan Centre would like to thank the Chan Endowment Fund and the
UBC Faculty of Arts for their continued support.

Carpets generously provided by
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Program Notes
Sandeep Das and the HUM Ensemble: Delhi to Damascus

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, a Sanskrit shloka, means “the world is one family.” For 
centuries, the human spirit has been transcending literal and figurative borders 
to survive and thrive. Inspired by the confluence of cultures this brings, Delhi to 
Damascus is a celebration of the shared history between India and the Middle 
East. These countries were major trade centers of the legendary Silk Road and 
flourished with a vibrant cultural, musical and linguistic exchange, exemplified 
by their common Sufi music tradition and the ancient Indo-Iranian and Indo-Eu-
ropean Sanskrit script.

A collaboration between Indian Classical/Semi-Classical and Middle Eastern 
Music, Delhi to Damascus is the first initiative under the canopy of Sandeep Das’ 
larger project, Transcending Borders One Note at a Time, which aims to harness 
the transformative power of music and inspire positive social change through 
a variety of performances, residencies, community engagement activities, and 
talks/presentations. 

The program will feature the Tabla, Oud, Sitar, and Santoor – some of the most 
iconic instruments of these countries. The eclectic and soulful repertoire, a mix 
of new compositions and rearrangements, draws on traditional Indian ragas, 
melodic Arabic maqams, philosophical Sufi poems, pulsating folk grooves, and 
lyrical thumri. At times foreign and others familiar, the music engages differences 
only to overcome them, and connects us at an innately human level. It takes us 
on a mesmerizing journey of new beginnings, exquisite poetry, lyrical exposition, 
romantic yearnings, and embracing humanity as our community.

An earnest quest to start a dialogue, spark compassion, and stimulate the imag-
ination to see beyond geographical borders, Delhi to Damascus is a musical 
invitation to a spiritual odyssey, inspired by the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
— the beautiful ideal of inclusion, empathy, global community, and humanitari-
anism. 

Srishti

Srishti was commissioned from Sandeep Das by Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road 
Ensemble during a residency at Rhode Island School of Design. A heavily 
percussive piece, it was inspired by the Hindu deity, Nataraja, whose cosmic 
dance is said to energize the very fabric of reality. Srishti evokes that sense of 
primordial awakening through a diverse variety of percussion instruments and its 
increasingly complex rhythmic framework. As the sound of drums slowly emerge, 
classical Indian rhythm cycles based on the 14-beat Taal Deepchandi, 12-beat 
Ektaal, and 8-beat Keherwa take form to fuel its chaotic energy and growing 
excitement.

About the HUM Ensemble
Founded by Sandeep Das in 2010, the HUM Ensemble is dedicated to promot-
ing global understanding and transcending borders through the power of music. 
The HUM Ensemble’s debut concert took place in New Delhi and by popular 
demand it continued performing throughout India in major cities such as Mum-
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bai, Kolkata, and Chennai. The ensemble has since expanded to a global scale, 
performing at venues like the Europalia Festival in Brussels, Cal Performances in 
Berkeley, California, Carolina Performing Arts in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and 
other venues throughout the US, in addition to regular invitations for residencies 
and masterclasses at major universities.
 
Artists of the HUM Ensemble have performed at music festivals worldwide in-
cluding the World Music Festival (Prague), WOMAD (Madrid, Incheon, Australia, 
and New Zealand), and the Mystic Music Festival (Turkey), among many others. 
The ensemble’s debut album, Delhi to Damascus, was released in May 2020.

HUM is additionally a non-profit organization in India, and has sponsored the 
musical education of nine visually-impaired children through the HUM-Lanxess 
National Scholarship.

Sandeep Das (Tabla)

Hailed as a “creator of myths with Houdini-like 
skills” (The Sydney Morning Herald), Sandeep Das 
is one of the leading Indian Tabla virtuosos in the 
world today. Debuting at the age of 17 with legend-
ary Sitar maestro Ravi Shankar, he went on to es-
tablish a prolific international career that now spans 
more than three decades. He has collaborated with 
top musicians and ensembles from across the globe 
such as Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble, with 
whom he has performed for the past 21 years, as 
well as Paquito D’Rivera, Bobby McFarin, and iconic 
orchestras like the New York Philharmonic, Boston 
Symphony, and Chicago Symphony, among others.

A Grammy winning-musician and Guggenheim Fellow, Das’ groundbreaking 
new music projects sit at the crucible of ancient tradition and modern inno-
vation, enchanting audiences worldwide with “flawless playing” (Songlines 
Magazine, U.K.) and a “roadmap for irresistible aural adventures” (Downbeat 
Magazine, USA). His original compositions have been performed in over 50 
countries at venues like China’s Forbidden City Concert Hall, Australia’s Sydney 
Opera House, and the Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles, California. Transcending 
Borders One Note at a Time, his most recent project, was launched in 2020 to 
widespread international acclaim, and seeks to harness the power of music to 
create positive social change.

Driven by a vision for a brighter future, Das is the founder of Harmony and 
Universality through Music (HUM), a non-profit organization in India that has pro-
moted global understanding through music performance and provided learning 
opportunities and scholarships for visually-impaired children with artistic poten-
tial since 2009. He is also an active public speaker, and has presented at The 
New York Encounter, The EG Conference, TEDx events, and multiple university 
residencies. In 2015, he established Das Tabla School, where he currently trains 
musicians from 6+ countries both online and in-person in Boston, MA. To learn 
more about him, please visit www.sandeepdas.com.
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Nazih Borish (Oud)

Born in Latakia, Syria, Nazih Borish began teaching 
himself to play the Oud at the age of 5. An indefat-
igably curious and versatile musician, he drew his 
inspiration from Arabic music, flamenco, jazz, Indian 
music, and countless other genres, developing a 
highly personal style of playing that is now emulat-
ed by oud players all over the world. Now based in 
Canada, he has performed with ensembles such as 
Constantinople (Quebec), the Canadian Arabic Or-
chestra (Ontario) and the Rouh Trio (Jordan), and has 
taken part in artistic residencies at the Lunenburg 
Academy of Music Performance and the Centre des 
Musiciens du Monde. He is regularly invited to collaborate with artists in Europe, 
North Africa and the Middle East, and is the founder of the Syrian Oud School in 
his hometown, which has been attended by more than a hundred students since 
2005. 

Rajib Karmakar (Sitar)

Rajib Karmakar is a Los Angeles-based perform-
ing artist, composer and educator who combines 
tradition with innovation to create new forms of 
musical expression. He received his musical training 
in sitar from Pt. Durgadas Karmakar and Pt. Ramdas 
Chakravarty, and in Vocals from Ustad Ghulam Akbar 
Khan. Drawing from this deep grounding in Indian 
Classical Music, Rajib’s projects involve performanc-
es across the globe and work with studios such as 
Sony, Warner Brothers, Dreamworks, and Disney. He 
is the founder and current director of the Los Ange-
les International Music and Arts Academy, and has 
collaborated on several world music projects such as Dhara, Wahh World Fusion, 
Loop Science, and Nada Naissance.

Kamaljeet Ahluwalia (Santoor)

Kamaljeet Ahluwalia is part of the new wave of Asian 
musicians emerging from the UK. A disciple of the 
legendary maestro Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma, she 
uses her Indian classical roots to walk an innovative 
path on the Santoor, a rare and exquisite hammered 
dulcimer/zither that can simultaneously explore vast 
sublime melodies and intricate detailed rhythmic 
patterns. She co-founded the Music and Art Produc-
tion company Absolute Focus with her husband Jas 
and serves as Artistic Director. 

Bailey O’Donnell (Tabla/Percussion)

Bailey O’Donnell is an apprentice of maestro Sandeep Das and a Tabla player, 
percussionist, and composer. A classically-trained musician, her experiences at 
the intersection of two diverse rhythmic traditions give her a unique perspec-
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tive and ability to facilitate exchanges between Western Classical and Indian 
Classical Music. Bailey has performed with various ensembles at venues like the 
Chicago Symphony Hall, Carnegie Hall, TivoliVredenburg in the Netherlands, 
and the Forbidden City Concert Hall in Beijing, China. She is currently based 
near Boston in the United States.

Dinuk Wijeratne (Curator/Composer/Piano)

Sri Lankan-born Canadian Dinuk Wijeratne is a JUNO 
and multi-award-winning composer, conductor, and 
pianist who has been described by the New York 
Times as ‘exuberantly creative’, by the Toronto Star as 
‘an artist who reflects a positive vision of our cultural 
future’, and by the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra as ‘a 
modern polymath’. His boundary-crossing work sees 
him equally at home in collaborations with symphony 
orchestras and string quartets, tabla players and DJs, 
and takes him to international venues as poles apart 
as the Berlin Philharmonie and the North Sea Jazz 
Festival.

Somerset String Quartet
Formed in 2022, the Somerset String Quartet is the student resident string 
quartet at the UBC School of Music under the generous support of the UBC 
President’s Office. The quartet’s members are violinists Annis Lee and Yiyi Hsu, 
violist Alexander Beggs, and cellist Yiyang Xue. As avid chamber musicians, the 
quartet is committed to deepening the appreciation for chamber music within 
the Vancouver community and proudly represent the School through outreach 
concerts and events during their residency. Recent performances include 
Brahms’ Piano Quintet for the 75th Anniversary Celebration of the UBC School 
of Music. For tonight’s performance, violist Caroline Olsen will be stepping in for 
Alexander Beggs. 

Annis Lee attended her first year of her Bachelor’s degree on full scholarship 
at Baylor University studying with Patricia Shih, and is currently completing her 
degree at the University of British Columbia with Jasper Wood. Annis has won 
many awards, such as the Sharon Stevenson Career Development Award from 
the Langley Community Music School (LCMS) and second prize at the Interna-
tional Music Association Gloria Artis competition. In addition, Annis has had the 
wonderful opportunity to perform as soloist with the Fraser Valley Symphony. 
Also as an active chamber musician, Annis has won second prize at the FCMF 
National Music Competition with her piano trio and often coaches young cham-
ber musicians at the LCMS.

Yiyi Hsu holds a Bachelor’s of Music in Violin Performance from the University 
of British Columbia - School of Music and will be completing the Artist Diploma 
in 2023. She has been a student of David Gillham for the past several years, 
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studying both violin and chamber music. Yiyi is an avid chamber and orchestral 
musician. In addition to serving as concertmaster of the UBC Symphony Orches-
tra on several occasions, she was selected for the mentorship program at Vetta 
Chamber Music for the 2022/23 concert season.

Yiyang Xue is currently studying cello and working towards her Doctoral of Mu-
sical Arts at UBC with Eric Wilson. She studied her Bachelor’s degree at Sichuan 
Conservatory of Music and her Master’s degree at Peabody Conservatory at 
Johns Hopkins University with Amit Peled. As a vivid chamber musician, Yiyang 
joined in Castleman Strings Quartet Festivals, Bowdoin Music Festivals and 
International Cello Festival at Shanghai Conservatory of Music. She also won the 
excellent performance award at the 6th “Aiqin Cup” International Cello Compe-
tition in China.

Caroline Olsen is a versatile violist in doctoral performance 
studies with Dr. Marina Thibeault at UBC, where she was 
violist in the Graduate Resident String Quartet for the 2021-
2022 season. Caroline is principal violist of Symphony 21, 
a section violist with the Kamloops Symphony Orchestra, 
and has appeared with the Vancouver Island Symphony, 
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Niagara Symphony Or-
chestra, and Berlin New Opera Group, among others. After 
graduating from McMaster University with Bachelor Honour 
degrees in both Science and Music, she continued her training with the National 
Academy Orchestra of Canada. Since earning her Master’s on viola at UBC, she 
has nurtured a specialty for historically-informed performance as part of the Early 
Music Vancouver Baroque Orchestra Mentorship Program. Previous projects 
have included studio and live work in folk, jazz, rock, country, and hip hop, and 
she has taught private music lessons to students of all ages for over a decade.

Accompaniment
Christine Yang - Whether it’s the elegance of Mozart’s Eine 
kleine Nachtmusik or the provocative dissonance of Stra-
vinsky’s The Rite of Spring, double bassist Christine Yang is 
thoroughly captivated by the role of notes at the low end of 
the spectrum in all genres of music. Christine has performed 
in various ensembles of different sizes and in diverse styles 
of music that include classical music, film music, contempo-
rary music, and traditional Chinese music. She has per-
formed with ensembles such as Vancouver Pops Symphony 
Orchestra, Vancouver Academy of Music Symphony Orchestra, BC Chinese 
Music Association, BC Philharmonic, Little Chamber Music, Kessler Academy, 
and Symphony 21. 

UBC School of Music Percussionists
Allan Jr. Perpose is a Canadian percussionist current-
ly studying percussion at the UBC School of Music. He 
transferred from Kwantlen Polytechnic University as a 
Performance major studying under award-winning per-
cussionists Daniel Tones and Aaron Graham. He is now 
studying under the Principal Percussionist of the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra, Vern Griffiths. His interests in musical 
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genres ranging from the music of the romantic era to the 12-tone compositions 
of today. He currently teaches drum kit/ percussion and gigs at many places in 
the Lower Mainland such as Roxy’s. His main influences in his playing have been 
players such as Pius Cheung and Philly Jo Jones.  Allan thrives off being able to 
make music with others and wants to continue creating music in many different 
ensembles as he continues his studies at UBC.

Yueyi Liu is a percussionist and educator pursuing the DMA 
program at the UBC School of Music. Yueyi holds a degree 
from East China Normal University (BM 2019), where she 
won first prize in the concerto as a soloist. Yueyi furthered 
her education at the Mannes School of Music (MM 2022), 
where she received her Master’s degree in orchestral perfor-
mance studying mainly under Joseph Tompkins, Ian Rosen-
baum, and Glen Velez.  As a performer, her performance 
experience includes Lincoln Center, Shanghai Oriental Art 
Center, Shanghai Concert Hall, Taiwan International Percussion Competition, 
along with working with Shanghai Festival Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Ba-
roque Chamber Orchestra, and other various orchestras. As an educator, Yueyi 
works with students of all ages while her teaching is full of passion and flexibility. 
She has led students to pass various music grade examination projects, with 
some students successfully entering university. 

Kaiya Gazley is a percussionist, arranger, and videographer, 
currently studying percussion at the UBC School of Music. 
He is passionate about making music with others, and has 
been a part of countless ensembles in the Lower Mainland. 
He enjoys performing in musicals, as well as putting togeth-
er arrangements of popular music for his fellow percussion-
ists. Several of these pop music arrangements have been 
featured in concerts and video productions.

Pre-Show Talk
Crossover Music: A Global and Historical Phenomenon
RBC Cinema, 7:15 PM

How the UK during the 1980s, 1990s and post 2000 has witnessed considerable 
crossover music that originated from India

Gurinder Mann - Born and raised in England, Gurinder 
grew up surrounded by UK Bhangra Bands, many of whom 
further fueled his innate passion for Punjabi culture. He 
completed his Bachelor’s degree at UBC, where he later 
returned to earn a Master’s degree in Asian Studies. He has 
a vast interest in romantic folktales (qisse) written in poetic 
form, and is particularly fascinated with the story of Hir Ran-
jha, on which he completed his thesis. Besides his excel-
lence in Punjabi language, literature, and culture, Gurinder 

is highly knowledgeable in Hindi-Urdu language as well as South Asian Film, and 
has taught courses in those areas at UBC. A poet himself, Gurinder has recently 
published his book of Punjabi poems. 


