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A contemporary chamber opera based 
on the story of a young runaway 
seeking safe haven one night in 

Vancouver's Oppenheimer Park.

SHADOW CATCH

Oppenheimer Park, Image courtesy of Space2Place Architecture



THE BACKYARD OF THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE,  
THE UNCEDED LAND OF THE XʷMƏΘKʷƏY̓ƏM (MUSQUEAM), SḴWX̱WÚ7MESH 

(SQUAMISH) AND SƏLILWƏTAꞭ (TSLEIL-WAUTUTH) PEOPLES. 

q̓əmq̓əḿələɬp: A place of broadleaf maple trees.  [Hənq̓̓əminə̓m̓] 

leḵ'leḵ'í: Leaves falling on the ground.  [Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Sníchim] 

OPPENHEIMER 
PARK

Image courtesy of Space2Place 



Through time immemorial, the maples and the trees of the park gave life, shelter, wellness. The trees experienced the 
trauma of the park alongside the other residents of the park

Image Courtesy of Space2Place

Act 1  - Shadow Catch

Dreaming through Maples 

A city within a city, Oppenheimer Park is one of Vancouver’s oldest park spaces for unhoused peoples. Full of 
activism and voice, the park has been home to over a century of movements driven by its residents.









hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

From a brief period in the early 1900s almost all of the buildings 
and businesses in Vancouver’s Red Light District and 
surrounding area were owned by women 

Today, this area contains various, recognized historic buildings, 
however the former brothels are not part of the heritage register 

Series of buildings 
(formerly used as 
brothels) on the 600 
block of Alexander 
Street - developed 
and owned by Addie 
C Alter 

A photograph of Mary Scott - the 
Madame running the brothel at 666 
Alexander Street 

This photograph was taken by the 
Vancouver Police Department in 1912







This project was prepared by:

Students from Modern European Studies at the 
Department of Central, Eastern, and Northern European 
Studies and the UBC Witnessing Auschwitz seminar; Lisa 
Rutloh, Nina Weng, Puloma Kaushal, Macy Richards, Dr. 
Carlos Halaburda, and Charlotte Gibbs; 

And Dr. Tricia Logan, Susan Atkey, Professor Nancy 
Hermiston, and Dr. Bozena Karwowska; 

With support from Demi London and the Gallery Gachet.  

Thank you to space2place Architecture, the Department 
of Central, Eastern, and Northern European Studies, the 
UBC School of Music, UBC Library, UBC Opera, and 
UBC Go Global. 


