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7:30PM, FRIDAY DEC. 6, 2024 
Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

Beethoven 
Symphony No. 9
Jonathan Girard conductor

Soloists
Olivia Howe soprano 
Briana Sutherland mezzo-soprano
Martin Renner-Wallace tenor
Neil Craighead baritone

Graeme Langager, Director of Choirs



Text and Translation

O Freunde, nicht diese Töne!
Sondern laßt uns angenehmere
anstimmen und freudenvollere!

Freude, schöner Götterfunken,
Tochter aus Elysium,
Wir betreten feuertrunken,
Himmlische, dein Heiligtum!
Deine Zauber binden wieder,
Was die Mode streng geteilt;
Alle Menschen werden Brüder,
Wo dein sanfter Flügel weilt.

Wem der große Wurf gelungen,
Eines Freundes Freund zu sein,
Wer ein holdes Weib errungen,
Mische seinen Jubel ein!
Ja, wer auch nur eine Seele
Sein nennt auf dem Erdenrund!
Und wer’s nie gekonnt, der stehle
Weinend sich aus diesem Bund.

Freude trinken alle Wesen
An den Brüsten der Natur;
Alle Guten, alle Bösen
Folgen ihrer Rosenspur.
Küsse gab sie uns und Reben,
Einen Freund, geprüft im Tod;
Wollust ward dem Wurm gegeben,
Und der Cherub steht vor Gott!

Froh, wie seine Sonnen fliegen
Durch des Himmels prächt’gen Plan,
Laufet, Brüder, eure Bahn,
Freudig, wie ein Held zum Siegen.

Seid umschlungen, Millionen.
Diesen Kuß der ganzen Welt!
Brüder! Über’m Sternenzelt
Muß ein lieber Vater wohnen.
Ihr stürzt nieder, Millionen?
Ahnest du den Schöpfer, Welt?
Such’ ihn über’m Sternenzelt!
Über Sternen muß er wohnen.

Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
Let us sing more cheerful songs,
More full of joy!

Joy, bright spark of divinity,
Daughter of Elysium,
Fire-inspired we tread
Thy sanctuary!
Thy magic power reunites
All that custom has divided;
All men become brothers
Under the sway of thy gentle wings.

Whoever has created
An abiding friendship,
Or has won
A true and loving wife,
All who can call at least one soul theirs,
Join in our song of praise!
But any who cannot must creep tearfully
Away from our circle.

All creatures drink of joy
At nature’s breast.
Just and unjust
Alike taste of her gift;
She gave us kisses and the fruit of the vine,
A tried friend to the end.
Even the worm can feel contentment,
And the cherub stands before God!

Gladly, like the heavenly bodies
Which He set on their courses through 
the splendor of the firmament;
Thus, brothers, you should run your race,
As a hero going to conquest.

You millions, I embrace you.
This kiss is for all the world!
Brothers, above the starry canopy
There must dwell a loving Father.
Do you fall in worship, you millions?
World, do you know your Creator?
Seek Him in the heavens!
Above the stars must He dwell.



PROGRAM

Beethoven Symphony No. 9

Friday, December 6, 2024
7:30PM, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

Symphony No. 9 in D minor “Choral” Op. 125
Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770 – 1827)

I. Allegro ma non troppo, un poco maestoso
II. Molto vivace – Presto

III. Adagio molto e cantabile – Andante moderato
IV. Presto – Recitativo “O Freunde, nicht diese Töne” – Allegro assai

Photography and videography are prohibited.
Please turn off your cellphones.

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional, ancestral, and 
occupied territory of the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓-speaking Musqueam peoples.

Jonathan Girard, Director of Orchestra Activities

Graeme Langager, Director of Choirs
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Jonathan Girard
Conductor and Director of Orchestras

Jonathan Girard is known for his generous, sophisticated 
conducting and enthusiasm on and off the podium. 
Fascinated by the kaleidoscope of orchestral sound, he 
emphasizes structure, colour, and nuance. 

Girard was recently appointed as Principal Guest Conductor 
of the Athens Philharmonic in Greece and has guest 
conducted around the world, with recent engagements in 
Australia and Brazil, Holland, MI, and many in the Pacific 
Northwest, including the Okanagan Symphony, Vancouver 

Island Symphony, and the Vancouver Intercultural Orchestra.  He is the Director of 
Orchestras at the University of British Columbia, and Artistic Director of the Vancouver 
Youth Symphony Orchestra and has held positions with the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra (NY), Portland Opera Repertory Theatre (ME), and the Ohio Light Opera.

Jonathan Girard is passionate about designing innovative projects involving orchestral 
improvisation, visual arts, climate data, and groundbreaking technology. Notable 
projects include Slippages, a work combining ink drawings and data from the movement 
of glaciers, and Kamoi Komachi, a Noh opera by Farshid Samandari integrating 
Japanese and Western classical music instruments and styles. 

He advocates for new and little-known repertoire, particularly works by women and 
other underrepresented composers, and has offered Canadian and North American 
premieres of works by Kaija Saariaho and Ana Sokolović, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, 
Óscar Navarro, Florence Price, Arvo Pärt, Francis Poulenc, and others.

Girard’s work has been featured on TV on The National in Canada, broadcast on 
NPR in the US and the CBC in Canada, and on four commercial recordings of new 
and unrecorded works by Dorothy Chang, Stephen Chatman, Emmerich Kálmán, 
and others. He believes in the power of orchestral music to create and share beauty 
that changes lives, and devotes significant time to advocating and working in music 
education. He has become internationally known for his conducting pedagogy and 
has now trained many successful emerging conductors with professional positions 
across the US and Canada. 

He has led youth orchestras across the continent and maintains a significant presence 
at festivals, clinics, and masterclasses across the Pacific Northwest. In addition to 
his work with the VYSO, he led the Massachusetts All-State Orchestra during the 
pandemic years and has conducted the Vancouver Symphony Orchestral Institute 
and the Marrowstone Music Festival.  

Girard holds a DMA in orchestral conducting from the Eastman School of Music, an 
M.M. from Boston University, and a B.Mus. summa cum laude from the Hartt School 
of Music. Off the podium, he loves travel and flying aeroplanes. Flying has a lot of 
similarities to conducting in that its detailed mechanics, rules, and required study 
come together and lead to freedom, adventure, and poetry.



Graeme Langager 
Director of Choirs
Graeme Langager is Director of Choral Activities at the 
University of British Columbia School of Music. As a 
passionate and dynamic conductor, Langager is sought-
after as a guest conductor, adjudicator, and clinician. He has 
performed throughout Europe and across North America, 
appearing in such venues as San Marco in Venice, St. Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican, St. Stephan Domkirche in Vienna, 
Carnegie Hall, and in cathedrals and concert halls in Spain, 
Italy, France, Austria, England, Ireland and the Czech Republic. 
Langager’s choirs have also performed at numerous choral 

conferences, including for the National Collegiate Choral Organization, the American 
Choral Directors Association, the International Association of Jazz Educators, and the 
Montreux and North Sea Jazz Festivals. Langager served as the artistic director and 
conductor of the acclaimed Phoenix Chamber Choir in Vancouver from 2012-2018, 
during which the choir released 3 CDs, and was privileged to be invited to perform at 
Canada’s Podium Conference in 2016 showcasing the best choirs in the country.

Langager was born into a musical family, singing and playing instruments from an 
early age. He has received graduate degrees from the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music, and California State University, Long Beach. He has taught for 
more than 25 years in universities and colleges in the United States and Canada and 
is also active as a composer and arranger.

Hyejung Jun  
Assistant Professor of Choral Conducting 
Hyejung Jun is Assistant Professor of Choral Conducting 
at the University of British Columbia, where she conducts 
the Choral Union, and teaches Choral Literature, Choral 
Conducting Techniques, and Private Lessons for graduate 
conducting students. 

Dr. Jun has extensive experience as a singer, pianist, and 
conductor. Her performances have been recognized for their 
sensitivity and excellence. Before coming to North America, 
she won the 2012 National Choral Conducting Competition 

in Seoul, South Korea. She was a finalist for the Graduate Conducting Competition in 
the American Choral Directors Association in 2017, and she also was the Conducting 
Fellow at the 2019 National Collegiate Choral Organization. In 2018, she was awarded 
the May Festival Conducting Fellowship with the internationally recognized May 
Festival Chorus in Cincinnati, OH. 

She earned her Master of Music degree in Choral Conducting from Emory University 
and completed her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting at the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.



Olivia Howe  
Soprano

Canadian soprano Olivia Howe is in her third year of 
obtaining a Bachelor of Music in Opera Performance at 
UBC. This season, Olivia performed the role of Josephine in 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s H.M.S. Pinafore with UBC Opera, was 
an Encouragement Award winner at the Metropolitan Opera 
Laffont Competition and will be covering the role of Despina 
in Mozart’s Così fan tutte with the Aspen Opera Theatre and 
VocalARTS program under the direction of Patrick Summers 
and Renée Fleming. Past roles include Despina in Mozart’s 

Così fan tutte in the Czech Republic and appearances in Janáček’s The Cunning Little 
Vixen and Massenet’s Cendrillon. Olivia is a proud former member of the UBC University 
Singers. Olivia spent seven years in the vocal program at the Charleston County School 
of the Arts in South Carolina. Notable achievements during this time include two 
performances at Carnegie Hall and being ranked the top soprano in South Carolina’s 
ACDA All-State Chorus in 2020

Briana Sutherland 
Mezzo-soprano

Briana Sutherland is a Canadian mezzo-soprano whose 
passion for music was cultivated in a vibrant community 
in Northern Ontario. Her recent roles include Buttercup 
(H.M.S Pinafore), Nancy (Albert Herring), Meg Page 
(Falstaff), Vera Boronel (The Consul), Alyson (A Grand 
Night for Singing), and the Second Fairy in the Drunken 
Poet scene of The Fairy Queen. She has also appeared as 
a soloist for several oratorio works, including Handel’s 
Messiah, Mozart’s Coronation Mass and Requiem. Briana 

has performed internationally with organizations such as the Timmins Symphony 
Orchestra, the London Symphonia, the International Symphony Orchestra, the 
Sudbury Symphony Orchestra, Opera NUOVA, and the Breno Italy International 
Music Academy (BIIMA). She holds a Bachelor of Music in Voice Performance from 
Western University and is currently in the first year of her Master of Music in Opera 
Performance at the University of British Columbia



Martin Renner-Wallace 
Tenor

Tenor Martin Renner-Wallace is from Victoria where 
he studied voice at the Conservatory of Music as well as 
completing a Bachelor of Music in performance at UVic. 
He moved to Vancouver to tour with “Vancouver Opera 
in Schools” programme before completing a Master of 
Music in opera at UBC. Martin has been a member of the 
Young Artist programmes with the Victoria, Calgary and 
Vancouver opera companies as well as a participant in the 
Banff Summer Opera Programme. Praised for his “exquisite 

high notes and lush warmth in his lower register” (Kelowna Daily Courier) he has recently 
appeared in roles such as Canio in Pagliacci, Pollione in Norma, and Bacchus in Ariadne 
auf Naxos, as well as concerts like Handel’s Messiah, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 8. In 2010 Martin was a district winner of the Metropolitan Opera 
competition proceeding the regionals in Seattle. Martin has sung with companies such 
as Calgary Opera, Pacific Opera Victoria, the Vancouver Symphony, and the Vancouver 
Bach Choir. He remains an active performer in Canada and recently went on tour to 
China.

Neil Craighead 
Bass-baritone

Neil Craighead is a professional bass-baritone with more 
than 15 years of experience singing with opera companies 
and orchestras across Canada. He is currently in the 3rd 
year of his DMA at UBC and expects to graduate in the fall 
of 2025. Neil is a frequent performer on the operatic stage, 
and recently made his role debut as Wotan in Wagner’s 
Das Rheingold with Edmonton Opera, where he returns this 
summer for the second installment of the ring cycle. He is 
also no stranger to the concert stage and sang the bass solo 

for Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis with the Vancouver Bach Choir last season. He will join 
the Regina Symphony Orchestra as the bass soloist for Handel’s Messiah in December 
and returns to Vancouver Opera in February as the Minskman in their production of 
Jonathan Dove’s Flight.



PROGRAM NOTES
Compiled by Samuel Ivory and Simón Ramírez Ortiz

Symphony No. 9 in D minor “Choral” Op. 125
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Easily one of the most recognizable composers in the history of Western classical music, 
Beethoven’s career spans the transition from the Classical era to the beginning of the 
Romantic era. At an early age, Beethoven was taught both piano and violin by his father and 
showed great promise. In 1792, when Beethoven was 21, he was sent to Vienna to study 
with Josef Haydn, supported primarily by Beethoven’s friend and patron Count Ferdinand 
Ernst Joseph Gabriel von Waldstein. Waldstein sent him in the hopes that he would “receive 
Mozart’s spirit through Haydn’s hands,” as Mozart had passed away the previous year. 
Beethoven’s relationship with Haydn was very strained, and the two never fully got along 
during or after their time together. It’s clear from Beethoven’s writings that he thought very 
poorly of Haydn’s teaching, and resented Haydn later in life. 

Despite his rocky personal relationship with Haydn and other musicians of the previous 
generation, Beethoven’s compositional style was always rooted in the works of Haydn 
and Mozart in terms of form, fulfilling many people’s proclamations that he was Mozart’s 
successor. His fame and reputation as a composer quickly spread across Europe. The 
drama and scope of his most ambitious works were such that people felt that his music 
flowed organically almost to the point of inevitability. His influence was and continues to 
be so comprehensive that composers have been writing in his shadow ever since. Schubert 
himself wrote “Who would be able to do anything after Beethoven?” 

Since its premiere, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 has impacted almost every major symphonic 
work that followed. Just the size and scale of the piece set it apart from any other at the 
time, and for the first time, a symphony was scored for chorus and four soloists with 
orchestra. The text is based on a poem by Friedrich Schiller titled “An die Freude” or “Ode 
to Joy” with some additional text written by Beethoven. The first movement is a plunge into 
darkness, alluding to the adversity Beethoven was experiencing from the loss of his hearing 
and his failing health. The second movement, a Scherzo, follows the traditional ternary form 
of ABA (scherzo – trio – scherzo), with each of the A sections containing a complete sonata 
form. In the third movement a lyrical melody is played by the first violins and becomes 
increasingly varied during each repetition. This beautiful movement contains the heart and 
soul of this work and is perhaps the most vulnerable part of this symphony. Starting from 
chaos and dissonance, the fourth movement throws us back into darkness, but this time, a 
voice emerges as the cellos play a quasi-recitative. Beethoven brings back reminiscences 
of each of the prior movements before presenting the “Ode to Joy” theme. This was a 
revolutionary compositional technique that later composers continue to emulate. Finally, 
after the theme is presented, the baritone soloist rouses the choir with the same recitative, 
calling for “Freude!” (“Joy!”). 

The choral finale is Beethoven’s musical representation of universal brotherhood for 
all humankind, stating, “All men shall become brothers.” This symphony has often been 
performed to underscore aspirations of world peace and unity at critical moments in 
history, including the reunification of Germany after the fall of the Berlin Wall. The “Ode 
to Joy” was adopted as the anthem of the European Union in 1972.
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Details and tickets can be found on chancentre.com/events, 
by telephone (604) 822-2697, or in person at the Chan Centre ticket office. 

Presented by the UBC School of Music and Chan Centre for the Performing Arts.  

music.ubc.ca | instagram.com/ubc_music | chancentre.com 
facebook.com/UBCSO | instagram.com/UBCSO

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

UBC Opera & UBC Symphony Orchestra
Street Scene by Kurt Weil (liberetto by Langston Hughes)
Thursday, Jan 30, Friday, Jan 31, and Saturday, Feb 1 at 7:30PM
Sunday, Feb 2 at 2PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Choirs
Friday, Feb 7 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Symphonic Wind Ensemble: Dreams
Saturday, Feb 8 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Symphony Orchestra 
Friday, Mar 7 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Opera: Manon
Friday, Mar 28 at 7:30PM
Sunday, Mar 30 at 2:00PM
UBC Old Auditorium

UBC Bands
Wednesday, Apr 2 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Symphony Orchestra
Friday, Apr 4 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Choirs
Friday, Apr 11 at 7:30PM
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts


